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EXPLORATIONS ON THE EAST COAST OF 

HUDSON BAY* 

T. H. MANNING 

When 

we consider the primitive methods of map making and navigation 
available to Henry Hudson, and the difficulties of an arctic voyage in 

unknown waters his map2 of the east coast of Hudson Bay is remarkably clear. 
Hudson's journal unaccountably ends when he reached lat. 6i? 20' in 1610, 
over ten months before his death. Although an account of the voyage was 
written by one of the mutineers, Abacuk Prickett, the geographical details in 
this are so vague as to make interpretation little better than guesswork. On 
the southward voyage Hudson closely followed much of the east coast of the 

bay, perhaps often keeping within the islands that line the shore. The home- 
ward voyage may have been made farther out to sea, at least until Hudson was 
east adrift. In 1631, Luke Foxe, on his northward voyage from Vltimum Vale 

(Cape Henrietta Maria) when near lat. 570 40', says: "Towards night, I layed 
to the West in maine course, for feare I might hazard my selfe in the night 
amongst those Hands which Mr. Hudson (for good reason) calls by the name 
of Lancaster's Iles.,, 3 There is no other record of Hudson having named 
islands in this region, though four islands are shown on his chart. A little 

farther north, near lat. 580 5', Foxe himself saw an island of which he says: 
"Wee came by a small Hand at clocke one, the highest I haue seene since I 

came from Brooke Cobham 4; the deepe 70 fathome. I named the Ile Sleepe."5 
From this presumably originated the name "Sleeper" which has at times been 

used to designate all the islands north of, and perhaps sometimes including, 
the Belcher Islands up to lat. 6o?, the terms North, South, West, and The 

being variously used to distinguish the different groups. Now the name is 

recognized for only the one group. In the future it may be convenient to 

call this group Lancaster Islands. The name "Sleeper Islands," or "The 

Sleepers," could then be used for the islands between and including the 

Lancaster and Ottawa islands. In this paper I have felt the need for such an 

inclusive name. 
The incentive which led to most of the early exploration of the Hudson Bay 

region was the search for a north-west passage. The voyages of captains Foxe 

and James in 1631 and 1632 showed that there was no hope of finding a 

1 The coast here examined lies between 570 and 6o? N. lat. The paper is published 
by permission of the Deputy Minister of Mines and Resources, Canada. 

2 G. M. Asher, 'Henry Hudson the navigator' (Hakluyt Soc, vol. 27, 1860). 
3 Miller Christy, ed., 'The voyages of Capt. Luke Foxe of Hull, and Capt. Thomas 

James of Bristol, in search of a North-west Passage, 1631-2' (Hakluyt Soc, vols. 88, 
89, 1894), p. 368. 

4 Marble Island: on the west side of Hudson Bay. Of the islands on the east side 
only the Ottawa Islands are of comparable height, and a single, rather large island is 
marked on Foxe's map in the position of the Ottawas; the remainder of the Sleepers are 
not shown. 

5 Miller Christy, op. cit., p. 369. 
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passage in Hudson Bay to the south of Roes Welcome, and this discouraged 
further search for nearly a hundred years. Meanwhile the Hudson's Bay 
Company was formed, and trading forts were opened in James Bay and on 
the south-west coast of Hudson Bay; but the barren east coast of Hudson Bay 
did not attract the fur traders and there is no record of their visits to the main- 
land until 1749, when Captain W. Coats explored it for the Hudson's Bay 
Company. Thornton's map of 1685 * shows a group, "Sleepers Islands," 
that resemble the Ottawa Islands in position and outline,2 and south of these 
a single large unidentifiable group which he calls "Bakers Dozens." 

Zachariah Gillam 3 mentions an island 14 miles in length in lat. 6o? 39', and 
others between lat. 570 43' and 570 29'. On one of these he went ashore, and 
saw "where the savages had been by their graves and tents, in which we found 
sea-morse [walrus] teeth, and such like trifles.,, He passed between other 
islands in lat. 560 30'. Dobbs' map, published in 1744 with his account of 
the countries adjoining Hudson Bay, shows four groups of islands which 
he calls North Sleepers, West Sleepers, and Bakers Dozen (the southernmost 

group unnamed), but his delineation of the east mainland coast shows no 

improvement on that given in Foxe's map. A great advance in the geo? 
graphical knowledge of eastern Hudson Bay as well as other regions is 
indicated on Arrowsmith's map, for which liberal information was provided 
by the Hudson's Bay Company.4 This map, together with the sailing direc- 
tions and descriptions of Captain Coats, 5 appears to have been the chief 

authority for the east Hudson Bay region on the Admiralty charts until near 
the end of the nineteenth century. Coats made many voyages to Hudson Bay 
between 1727 and 1751. In spite of the doubtful accuracy of the longitudes 
and various other inconsistencies, his descriptions of the islands which are 
discussed in this paper are worth quoting at length, since other islands may 
exist which are not shown on the present map, and since some of the groups 
have not been visited from that time to this. 

"... Belchers Islands, four in number, lyes forty-five leagues to west? 
ward of Litle Whale River; by another account, only twenty-nine leagues, 
in latitude 56? 06', where I was entangled three days in ice. I found a flood 
and ebb setting due east and west; but we drove to eastward most. I have 
made a computation of about four and a half miles a day. . . . 

"About seven leagues north from those is a range of islands twenty 
leagues in length, fourteen larger, and many smaller; the midle, in 58? 00' 
N. latitude, at the distance of seventeen leagues from the east main, amongst 
which the Usquemows swarms all the summer months to catch fish and 
moulted fowl, in great abundance, uppon all these, Belchers and Sleeper 
islands. In latitude 590 05' we told fourteen islands in sight; and, by my 
1 Made by John Thornton at the Signe of the Platt in the Minories, Anno 1685. 

Copy by C. Pettigrew, January 1916, in the National Archives, Canada. 
3 This resemblance is lost in later seventeenth and eighteenth century maps. 
3 An abridgement of Cape Zachariah Gillam's journal to the North West, in the 

Nonsuch Ketcht in the year 1688 (The English Pilot, the Fourth Book, London, 1778), 
PP- 3-6. 

4 A. Arrowsmith, "A map exhibiting all the new discoveries in the interior parts of 
North America," 1795. 

5 John Barrow, ed., 'The geography of Hudson's Bay' (Hakluyt Soc, vol. 11, 1852). 
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account, the westermost is uppon the same meridian of the North Bear; 
and the North Bear is 2? 50' west longitude from Cape Diggs; and Gulph 
Hazard lyes 20 05' east longitude from Cape Diggs, in 560 22' north 
latitude. 

"The Sleepers are seven larger, and many smaller islands, from 590 40' 
to 6o? 05'; the westermost is in 590 50', and is fourteen miles to westward 
of the North Bear, with fine opnings and good anchorage; and many 
Usquemows haunt these islands in summer, and bears S.W. by S. twenty- 
three leagues from Cape Smith; a high, bold, noble cape may be seen 

twenty-five leagues. . . . 
". . . the westermost of Bakers Dozen, in latitude 5 8? 20' N., lyes four 

mile to westward of this point; and the West Sleeper, in 590 50', is fourteen 
mile to westward of this point, and lyes eighty-six miles to westward of 

Cape Diggs." 1 

In an "appendage" which appears to be quoted direct from his logs, Coats 

gives the following notes: 

"I observed the Bakers Dozen,2 fourteen in number, in latitude 590 05' 
N., from S.E. to N.E. by E., nearest dist. four leagues. By this acct. uppon 
the meridian of the North Bear, in 20 50' W. longitude from Cape Diggs, 
the southeast pt. of Mansfeild is i? 00' E. longitude from the said meridian. 

"I observed the West Sleeper in latitude 590 40' N. By this note it is five 

leagues to westward of the North Bear; and this North Bear is 20 26' W. 

longitude from Cape Diggs. . . . 
"I observed in latitude 6o? 13' N., the North Sleeper,3 S.E. by E. four 

leagues, and the West Sleepers, S.S.W. \ W. five leagues the latitude by 
this note. 

N Sleeper, 6o? 04' N.l 
{ { d (2? 

i5; 
1 w from c Di ? 5 

W. Sleeper, 6o? oo' N.J 
5 

[ i? 34' 4} 
F 88 

Coats also gives a detailed description of the mainland coast which he 

examined for the Hudson's Bay Company in 1749. It was, he says,6 "so wild 

and barren to northward of Gulph Hazard [Richmond Gulf], . . . that there 

was no possibility to subsist Europeans to the northward of that gulph, where 
we entred and erected Richmond Fort,. . ." Coats 7 named the islands about 
the "Point of Portland," Duble Dozens, and the westernmost of these, Lime- 

house and Ratcliff, but these names are no longer used. The islands border- 

ing the coast between there and Hopewell Head (now Hopewell Point), in 

1 John Barrow, op. cit., pp. 66-8. 
a Baker's Dozen refers to the southern continuation of what are now called the 

Ottawa Islands, not, as on recent maps, the group 150 miles farther south. 
3 North and West Sleeper here refer to individual islands; later the terms were used 

for groups. 
4 This may be a misprint for 20 34', but even then it is not quite consistent with the 

bearings cited above. 
5 John Barrow, op. cit., pp. 102-04. 
6 Ibid., p. 78. 
7 Ibid., p. 80. 
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lat. 58? 00', he named Holmes of Hopewell "without distinction,,, but to 
those farther south he gave special names "as by the map annexed." No map 
was published with Coats' account, neither is it mentioned in Barrow's intro? 
duction. Arrowsmith's map marks Hopewell Head, but not the names of the 
individual islands to the south, all of which are lumped under the name 
"Brothers." Another survey of this coast was made for the Hudson's Bay 
Company about 1860 by Mr. Anderson from Great Whale River, but the 

resulting map was never published.1 
In 1885, the Dominion Government expedition to Hudson Bay made a 

running survey of the northernmost of the Sleeper Islands. The group was 
named the Ottawa Islands, and individual islands called "after those gentle- 
men who had so generously contributed to Mission Work in Hudson's Bay." 2 

Bell, who was on this expedition, gives a brief account 3 of the geology of the 
islands. According to Mr. S. G. Ford, who has long resided in the Hudson 

Bay and Ungava region, Captain Murray at one time had a whaling station on 
the Ottawa Islands. Flaherty 4 mentions meeting the whaling vessel Active off 
these islands, and states 5 that this vessel twice wintered at the Ottawa Islands. 
Since the map that accompanies Flaherty's book is the only one I have seen 
which shows the deep bay on the south side of Gilmour Island, it is probable 
that he learned of this bay from the crew of the Active, but we saw no indica? 
tions that whalers had used this fine harbour. 

Although this account is not concerned with the Belcher Islands, Flaherty's 
important discovery in 1914 and 1915 of their true size must be mentioned. 
From an Eskimo he obtained a reasonably accurate sketch of the Sleeper 
Islands which is incorporated in his map.6 Since Flaherty's time, other geo? 
logists and representatives of mining companies have visited the Belcher 

Islands, but no prospecting has been done on the islands farther north. In 

1931, aerial photographs of the Belcher Islands were taken by the R.C.A.F., 
and the ground controls established by a party from the Geodetic Service of 
Canada. The latter work showed the previously accepted position of the 
islands to be 30 miles too far west. 7 Although the control did not extend to 
the King George Islands, these islands were accurately outlined and placed 
very close to their correct position from the photographs. The Sleeper 
Islands were not photographed. White 8 says that the King George Islands 
were named after King George III of England but that the name is now 

1 A. P. Low, 'Report on an exploration of the east coast of Hudson Bay from Cape 
Wolstenholme to the south end of James Bay* (Ann. Rept. Geol. Surv. Canada, vol. 13 
(1902) part D), p. 6D. 

2 A. R. Gordon, 'Report of the Second Hudson's Bay Expedition of 1885 . . . to the 
Minister of Mines/ p. 7, Ottawa, 1885. 

3 Robert Bell, 'Observations on the geology, zoology and botany of Hudson's Strait 
and Bay, 1885* (Ann. Rept. Geol. andNat. Hist. Surv. Canada, vol. 1), pp. 1DD-27DD. 

4 R. J. and F. H. Flaherty, 'My Eskimo friends: Nanook of the Nortb/ 1918, p. 37. 
5 R. J. Flaherty, "The Belcher Islands of Hudson Bay" (Geogr. Rev. 5 (1918) 433- 

58), p. 455. 
6 Ibid., opp. p. 440. 
7 N. J. Ogilvie, "Geodetic control for the plotting of the aerial photographs of the 

Belcher Islands," Trans. Amer. Geophysical Union, 13 (1932) 64-8. 
8 James White, 'Ninth Rept. Geographic Board of Canada, pt. 4, Place names: 

Northern Canada/ 1910, p. 390. 
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obsolete. Nonetheless, it is used on the map accompanying his report for a 

group of islands in the position of the present Sleeper Islands. 
Members of the Carnegie Museum Expedition to the Belcher Islands in 

1938 made a short visit to the Sleeper Islands to obtain walrus specimens.1 
The scientific results of this expedition have not been published. In 1939, an 

expedition in the motor vessel Nouveau Quebec, sponsored by the Catholic 

University of America, visited the north-east end of Gilmour Island, Pattee 

Island, "an unknown island of the Sleeper group," Port Harrison, Frazier 

Island, and Christie Island. The chief object of the expedition was botanical, 
but rock specimens were also collected, and information on the geology is 

given in the general account by Gardner and Wilmot.2 
The detail on modern maps of the mainland coast results from the work of 

Robert Bell and A. P. Low. In 1877, Bell 3 journeyed from Moose Factory to 

Cape Dufferin, mapping the coast and studying the geology. Much of the 
detail shown on this map is superior to that on present-day maps. In 1898 
and 1899, Low 4 sailed in a small yacht from Cape Wolstenholme to James 

Bay and studied the geology of the area, while his assistant, G. A. Young, 
surveyed the coast and made a botanical collection. During the intervening 
winter, Low visited Lake Minto and travelled eastward along it for 40 miles. 
The remainder of this lake was mapped by Flaherty 5 when he crossed from 
White Whale Point to Ungava Bay via Lake Minto and Leaf River in the 

spring of 1912. On his return journey by canoe in June and July of the same 

year, he mapped Payne and Povungnituk rivers. In 1901, Low 6 made a 
detailed examination of the geology of the Nastapoka Islands to determine the 
extent and value of the ores on behalf of a private company. He spent the 
winter that year at Port Harrison. 7 The geology of the Nastapoka Islands was 

again investigated in 1909 by Leith.8 Since then many leading steel companies 
have sent men into the area, and seven of the islands have been patented to 
two companies.9 In 1907 and 1912 the natural resources of the east side of 

James Bay, and Hudson Bay as far north as the Nastapoka River, were investi? 

gated by parties under Curran.10 I have not found any scientific reports of 

these investigations. In 1931, C. H. Ney's astronomical observations at Great 

1 A. C. Twomey and Nigel Herrick, 'Needle to the North,' 1942 ; J. K. Doutt, "The 
expedition to Hudson Bay," Carnegie Mag. 12 (1939) pp. 227-36. 

2 Gerrard Gardner and B. E. Wilmot, "Exploring in Labrador and Hudson Bay," 
reprinted from Rev. de VUniv. d'Ottawa, January-March, July-September 1943. 

3 Robert Bell, "Report on an exploration of the east coast of , Hudson's Bay, 1877," 
Geol. Surv. Canada, 1879, pp. 1C-37C. 

4 A. P. Low, op. cit. 
5 R. J. Flaherty, "Two traverses across Ungava peninsula, Labrador," Geogr. Rev. 

6 (1918) 116-32. 
6 A. P. Low, "Report on the geology and physical character of the Nastapoka Islands, 

Hudson Bay," Ann. Rept. Geol. Surv. Can. 13 (1903) 1DD-31DD. 
7 Named by Low for a member of the mining company. (A. P. Low, M.S. field book 

2484, in files of Bureau of Geology and Topography, Ottawa.) 
8 C. K. Leith, "An Algonkian Basin in Hudson Bay," Econ. Geol. 5 (1910) 227-46. 
9 J. L. Robinson, "Mineral resources and mining activity in the Canadian Eastern 

Arctic," Can. Geogr. J. 29 (i944) 68. 
10 W. T. Curran and H. P. Adams, 'Glimpses of Northern Canada,' Montreal, ?i9o8; 

and W. T. Curran and H. A. Calkins, 'In Canada's wonderful northland,' New York, 
1917. 
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Whale River showed that the southern portion of the east coast of Hudson 

Bay was plotted 25 miles too far west on the maps then in use.1 In 1935, Ney 
obtained a position at Port Harrison which corrected the longitude of the 
central east coast. 

In 1749, the Hudson's Bay Company opened a post at Richmond Gulf, 
partly, at least, to start a trade with the Eskimos as urged by Captain Coats.3 
This post was moved to Great Whale River in 1756, where, with a few short 

breaks, it has remained open until the present day.3 With the opening of 
Port Chimo in 1830 (closed from 1842 until 1866), it was possible for the 
Eskimos of all the intervening coast to make occasional visits to a trading post. 
Both Fort Chimo and Great Whale River are just south of the timber line, 
and it was not until near the end of the first decade of this century that the big 
fur-trading companies (the Hudson's Bay Company and Reveillon Freres) 
commenced to establish posts on the Barren Grounds in order to tap the 

potentially valuable Eskimo trade in white foxes. On the east side of Hudson 

Bay, the first of these posts were established by Reveillon Freres at Port 
Harrison in 1909 and at Povungnituk in 1910. In 1909 the Hudson's Bay 
Company opened a post in Eric Cove near Cape Wolstenholme, after which it 
was named, and in 1920 and 1921 they established posts alongside those of 
Reveillon Freres at Harrison and Povungnituk.4 In 1936, the Hudson's Bay 
Company took over the buildings and trade of all Reveillon Freres' posts 
in the north. In 1939 the Baffin Trading Company opened a post at Port 

Harrison, and since 1937 a radio and meteorological station has been operated 
there by the Department of Transport. The personnel responsible for the 
station live in the old Hudson's Bay Company dwelling-house, and the 
Hudson's Bay Company's post manager and assistant occupy a new house on 
the site of the old Reveillon Freres house. The Royal Canadian Mounted 
Police detachment established at Port Harrison in 1935 5 was closed in 1938 6 

and reopened in 1945. In 1943 the Department of Transport established a 
radio sonde station near the police detachment on the south side of the river. 
There is also a Protestant mission at Port Harrison. During the last decade a 
number of scientists have visited Port Harrison as members of the Govern? 
ment party aboard the Hudson's Bay Company's annual supply ship, R.M.S. 

Nascopie. The water off Povungnituk is too shallow for the Nascopie or even a 

large schooner, and the post has to be supplied by Peterhead boat from Port 
Harrison. It remains as a single isolated trading post that is seldom visited by 
government officials or scientists. 7 

1 F. A. McDiarmid, "Position determination of arctic coast lines by C. H. Ney," 
Canadian Surveyor, 6 (1938) 13-14; N. J. Ogilvie, op. cit. 

a John Barrow, op. cit., p. 78. 
3 Ernest Voorhis, 'Historic forts and trading posts of the French regime and of the 

English fur trading companies," Dept. Int., Ottawa, 1930. 
4 W. C. Bethune, 'Canada's eastern Arctic: its history, resources, population and 

administration/ Dept. Int., Ottawa, 1935. 
5 'Report of the Royal Canadian Mounted Police for 1936* (1936), p. 42. 
6 'Report ofthe Royal Canadian Mounted Police for 1939' (i939)? P- 45- 
7 Since this was written, Dr. W. E. C. Todd and Dr. J. K. Doutt have, in 1945, 

made collections of birds and mammals in the Povungnituk region. (W. E. C. Todd, " 
Ungava and the Barren Grounds," Carnegie Mag. 19 (i945) 165-170.) 
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During the summer of 1944, I was engaged in establishing ground control 

positions for the Geodetic Service of Canada on the mainland between 

Povungnituk and the Nastapoka River, and on the Sleeper and other islands 
north of the Belcher Islands. I was assisted in this survey work by Mr. A. R. A. 

Taylor, a graduate botanist of Toronto University. During his spare time 

Taylor made a collection of plants, while I collected and studied the verte- 
brate fauna.1 

The Mainland.?It is simplest to consider the mainland between Povungni? 
tuk post and the Nastapoka River as a single unit. I shall therefore first 

briefly narrate the routes followed and stops made in that area. 
On June 29, we left our first base at Lake Mushalagan for Port Harrison in 

a Canso aircraft piloted by Squadron-Leader J. Hone. On the way we stopped 
overnight on an island in Lake Minto. Next morning we reached the coast 
south of Cotter Island and flew along it towards Port Harrison. Our vision 
was somewhat limited by low cloud or fog, but wherever we could see through 
to the westward the ice was tightly packed as far as the horizon. Inside the 

Hopewell Islands the ice was loose with many large patches of open water, 
and the harbour area at Port Harrison was sufficiently clear to permit landing 
without serious difficulty. Among the islands to the north the ice conditions 
were worse. In that direction lay Mistake Bay, the camping place of the 
Eskimo owners of the Peterhead boat that had been hired for our work on the 
coast and islands. Since there was no hope of their getting through to Port 
Harrison until there was an off-shore wind, we were flown back inland and left 
on an island near the south-west end of Lake Minto. After obtaining an 

observation, we were picked up on July 4 by F/O E. M. Norris in a Norse- 
man and moved to the next point on Bush Lake. On July 10 we again visited 
Harrison, but the ice conditions had not changed appreciably, and our boat 
still had not arrived. No plane was available for the next four days, but on 

July 14 Norris took us to Scoter Lake. On our way back from there on July 20, 
we ran into low cloud about 10 miles east of Harrison, and had to fly about 

25 miles north before making a forced landing some 10 miles from the coast. 
There we were held up for three days. The cold water of Hudson Bay fre? 

quently, and especially with west winds, produces low cloud and fog along the 
coast, even when the weather inland is fine and clear. When the ice remains 

packed against the coast these conditions are accentuated. During this summer 
the weather inland was good, perhaps exceptionally so, but at Harrison the 
almost continuous westerly winds that held in the ice had caused a great deal 
of fog and cloud. 

When we reached Harrison on July 23 our boat still had not arrived, but 
the coast to the south was almost clear and even to the north the ice was 

loosening. As all the inland positions in the neighbourhood were now com? 

pleted, we had no alternative save to wait at Harrison. On July 25, Mr. L. 

Bradbury, the post manager at Povungnituk, arrived from there with two 
boats, and reported that he had seen our boat behind an island embayed by 
ice. Through the courtesy of Mr. Bradbury, we were able to hire the Eskimo 

1 Notes on the birds and mammals of the region will be published in the Canadian 
Field-Naturalist; see also T. H. Manning, "Ruins of Eskimo stone houses on the east 
side of Hudson Bay," American Antiquity, n (1946). 

5 
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boat which he had brought down to Harrison for freighting supplies to 

Povungnituk. This boat, an unusually small Peterhead with an old and erratic 

engine, had an Eskimo crew of three. 
We left Harrison about 7 a.m. on July 27, carrying with us a swarm of 

mosquitoes, and reached the Kikkerteluk River at 5.30 p.m., having stopped 
for half an hour on Leonard Island to examine the rock formation and collect 

specimens. The two days we remained at the Kikkerteluk River and the one 

night at Langland River were the only times during the summer when we were 

seriously troubled by mosquitoes. Until then the weather had been too cold 
and windy for them to be more than an occasional nuisance, and after we left 

Langland River there was an almost continuous cold fog and mist. It was a 

fine, sunny afternoon when we visited the Nastapoka Fails on August 7, but 
no mosquitoes were in evidence. It seems unlikely that mosquitoes would 
ever be troublesome on the foggy, wind-swept outer islands. 

We left the Kikkerteluk River at noon on a fine, sunny day, spending an 
hour on Cotter Island and arriving at an Eskimo camp at Langland River 
about 9.30 p.m. The next morning we sailed at 7 a.m., but were delayed by 

engine trouble and by the weather which turned wet and foggy an hour after 

we set out, so that we did not arrive at Christie Island until 5 o'clock in the 

evening. 
Our Eskimos were now anxious to return to Port Harrison for the annual 

visit of the Hudson's Bay Company's trading ship, and on August 2 we sent 

them home. On August 5, the boat and crew we had originally hired arrived 

at Christie Island. We had now completed our astronomical work, but for the 

next day and a half there was thick fog. On the afternoon of the 7th it cleared 

suddenly, and we were able to cross to the mainland and visit the Nastapoka 
Fails. We sailed for the King George Islands at 6.45 the next morning. A 

description of this voyage is given later in this paper. 
Late in the evening of August 30, we arrived back at the mainland some 

miles north of Povungnituk post, which we reached the following morning. 
There we were entertained hospitably by Messrs. Ford and Bradbury of the 

Hudson's Bay Company. For the last ten days our crew had been showing 
their anxiety to be home, and now, after a month away from their families, 

they could not be persuaded to wait a few days longer while we completed our 

survey work at the post. For the remainder of our trip we were fortunate in 

again securing the boat in which we had first started. On our way back to 

Port Harrison we stopped for three nights at Mistake Bay, where we obtained 

a fix. We reached Port Harrison on September 7, and left again on the 11th 

in the Canso, intending to photograph those points fixed while travelling by 
boat. Unfortunately there was low cloud and fog over the Ottawa Islands and 

between there and the Sleepers, so that we failed to see the islands in which 

we were most interested. Darkness compelled us to land at Clearwater Lake, 
where we were held up for two days by bad weather before we could continue 

to the rail head at Moosonee. 
Ten or fifteen miles north of Port Harrison there begins a range of hills 

which follows the coastline southward. In the neighbourhood of Harrison, 
these hills rise to about 400 feet; farther south their height and steepness 
increase, but nowhere on the mainland coast are there real cliffs bordering the 
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Looking east across Lake Minto to the Hudson Bay coast range on the horizon, 
from 2000 feet. Upper arrow points to azimuth reference point; lower arrow 
to camp 

Looking up the Kikkerteluk River from its mouth, from 4000 feet 

Part of the Ottawa Island group from the north-east, from 4000 feet 
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sea, although inland small precipices are fairly frequent. A hill rising directly 
from the bay on the east side of the Kikkerteluk River is 650 feet high; a few 
miles inland and a little to the north and south there are higher hills, probably 
reaching over 1000 feet. Towards the Nastapoka River the range continues at 
about the same elevation, but rises less sharply from the sea. 

About Cape Dufferin there is a medley of islands, peninsulas, channels, and 
inlets. From Cape Dufferin northward to Povungnituk the coast is low though 
not flat, and this type of topography continues to Mosquito Bay.l The bays 
are shallow, and small reefs and islands make navigation difficult, even with a 
vessel no larger than a Peterhead boat. Small lakes, frequently shallow, are 

irregularly scattered among glaciated, rocky hills which rise 20-30 feet above 
them. Inland the lakes become bigger and deeper, but to the south-east, as 
far at least as Lake Minto, there is the same pattern of disconnected, rocky 
hills and poorly integrated drainage. At Scoter Lake the hills rise to 100 and 

150 feet above the lakes and valley levels; at Bush Lake and Lake Minto to 
200 feet. The readings of a single aneroid checked at Port Harrison showed 
the heights of Scoter Lake, Bush Lake, and Lake Minto to be 360, 350, and 

450 feet respectively above sea-level, but no great reliance should be placed 
on these readings. Nowhere over this country did we see any considerable 
area of glacial drift. Small moraines are fairly common, particularly in the 

region of Scoter Lake. These moraines run parallel in an approximately 
north-south direction. A river flows from a large lake about 5 miles north of 
Scoter Lake, but we were unable to determine if it was the Innuksuak or the 
Kikkerteluk. 

In several of the rivers along this coast are falls situated just above tide 
water. The highest and finest of these is at the mouth of the Nastapoka River. 

Excluding the rapids and chutes above the main falls, from which they are 

quite distinct, I estimated the vertical drop to be between 80 and 100 feet. On 
his map, Low 2 gives the height of the Nastapoka Falls as 170 feet, and this 

figure has since been frequently quoted; but after a second visit to the area 
he says that the vertical drop is 100 feet, 3 which is the same as that given on 
Bell's map.4 On the north side of the mouth of the Nastapoka River are a few 
small active sand dunes, an unusual feature in the eastern Arctic. There is a 
fine fall at the mouth of the Langland River which Low, in his 1902 map, 
gives as being 60 feet high. This seems to me to be a little too high. There is 
a small sloping fall at the mouth of the Innuksuak River, and a higher one can 
be seen 6 or 8 miles distant. 

Except for a 40-mile gap about the Kikkerteluk River, the Hopewell and 

Nastapoka islands form a sheltered channel from the region of Cape Dufferin 
to Richmond Gulf. According to the Eskimos, this channel is almost blocked 
at Hopewell Narrows,5 so that even a Peterhead boat cannot pass through. 
The whole length of Nastapoka Sound is navigable for small vessels, but just 

1 Visited by the writer in 1946. 2 A. P. Low, 1902, op. cit.. 
3 A. P. Low, 1903, op. cit.f p. 7DD. 
4 Robert Bell, 1879, op. cit. 
5 A. P. Low, 1902, op. cit., p. 8D, says the channel is less than 20 yards wide and 

covered by only 3 feet of water at high tide. 
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north of the Nastapoka River and 112 miles from land, we noted a dangerous 
drying rock, and there may be other concealed shoals. The bay into which the 
Kikkerteluk River discharges forms a fine landlocked harbour which I believe 
could be used by any ship likely to be on this coast. This harbour is clearly 
drawn on Bell's map l of this coast which still gives the mainland coast in 
better detail than any other map. The Nastapoka Islands and perhaps the 

Hopewell Islands are better delineated on Low's map.2 There is an adequate 
harbour for Peterheads at the mouth of the Langland River. 3 According to 
the Eskimos, there is no other harbour on the mainland coast between there 
and a small one at the mouth of the Nastapoka River.4 At the Nastapoka 
Islands, however, there are harbours suitable for boats or small schooners. 
One of these is near the south end of the east coast of Davieau Island; the 
other is on the south side of Christie Island. Larger vessels could obtain 

adequate shelter between the islands, particularly between Christie and 
Mowatt islands. 

A small island is shown dotted on Bell's map about 30 miles to the west of 
Kikkerteluk River. This island has disappeared from modern maps, but we 
saw it clearly in our photographic flight. 

I examined the rock wherever we landed on the mainland, and in most cases 
collected specimens. 5 Nothing was seen to indicate rocks other than the usual 

granites and gneisses of Laurentian age which are so widely distributed over 
the Labrador Peninsula. Pegmatite, or in fact any well-marked dykes, were 

conspicuously absent. 
At Scoter Lake I had opportunity to cover a larger area than elsewhere. On 

the north and west side of the lake the rock is principally hornblende biotite 

gneiss, plentifully cut by quartz stringers and veins up to a foot wide. On 

weathered, glaciated surfaces the quartz stands up a quarter of an inch above 
the softer gneiss. There are also poorly defined dikelets and small, irregular 
patches of gneissoid granite. In larger intrusions this is replaced by pink 
granite. One such area on the west side of the lake measured about half a mile 

square. At Povungnituk, Mistake Bay, Lake Minto, and a point 10 miles 
inland and 25 miles north of Harrison, there are numerous small patches of 
hornblende biotite gneiss from a few inches to several feet in diameter, but 
we saw no large areas of this rock. The small patches sometimes had a distinct 

boundary, but more often they blended into the granite. Near the mouth of 
the Kikkerteluk River there are both granite with small inclusions of horn? 
blende gneiss and larger areas of hornblende gneiss with quartz stringers 
similar to the formation at Scoter Lake. On the north side of a hill to the west 
of the river mouth is a conspicuous network of quartz veins running east and 
west for more than 500 yards, chiefly through pink granite gneiss. In places 
these veins join to form a mass of quartz 2 or 3 feet across. 

The structure of the Hopewell and Nastapoka Islands is totally different in 

1 Robert Bell, 1879, op. cit. 
2 A. P. Low, 1902, op. cit. 
3 A. P. Low, 1903, op. cit., pp. 6-7DD, gives a more detailed description of the 

harbours at the mouth of the Langland and Nastapoka rivers. 
4 Cf. A. P. Low, op. cit., 1903, p. 6DD. 
5 These were turned over to the Canadian Geological Survey. References made below 

to rock types are based on Dr. G. Shaw's megascopic identifications. 
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origin and appearance from that of the mainland which fronts them. Both 

groups of islands are variable in size and height, the highest point on the 
former being about 200 feet and on the latter 350 feet. On the east the larger 
islands have steep, but often broken, cliffs; on the west they slope gradually 
to the sea. The geology of the Nastapoka Islands has been studied by Low * 

and later by Leith % with particular reference to the commercial possibilities 
of the iron formation. The rocks are chiefly faulted and folded sediments 
with a general westerly dip to which the surface of the islands conform. 
Cotter Island and the Hopewell Islands are cappedswith a varying thickness 
of basalt, giving a columnar appearance to the upper cliffs. A hurriedly 
examined section towards the south of the east shore of Cotter Island showed 
the presence of basalts capping the cliff with greywacke and other rocks 
below. Low 3 has described two geological sections on this island. 

The greater part of a nearly vertical exposure on the east side of Leonard 
Island is composed of basic lavas, and some way below these is the iron 
formation which is here about 15 feet thick. Bell 4 describes three cliff sections 
on two of the Hopewell Islands. 

King George Islands.?It was drizzling when we left Christie Island on 

August 8, but the weather soon cleared and the visibility was excellent all the 

way across to the King George Islands, a fortunate circumstance since our 
Eskimos' navigating instrument was an old box compass, balanced on top of 
the engine house. In this compass they placed surprising faith, always using 
it in preference to the sun. Our crew had not previously sailed for the King 
George Islands from as far south as Christie Island and apparently did not 
take this more southerly point of departure into their calculations. The first 
land we sighted was an island (seen in Fig. 1) about 20 miles south of our 

objective, and this in spite of a south wind. We passed close to this island, 
which was about 50 feet high. At the time, I considered the small cliffs on the 
lower part to be basalt, but I think now that the rock may have been the same 
as that on Driftwood and Husky Islands. The top of the island was covered 
with shingle. The highest point on the King George Islands is probably a 
100-foot hill near the western end of the southernmost of these islands. We 

passed quite close to the eastern end of this island, the general appearance of 
which is similar to that of Driftwood Island, described below. The Eskimos 
told us that there was a harbour suitable for Peterhead boats near its western 
end. 

At about 6 p.m. we arrived at an excellent harbour (for a boat the size of 

ours) formed by two shingle beaches near the eastern end of the south shore 
of Driftwood Island. Within an hour of our arrival the sky had clouded, and 

by 9 p.m. there was fog, rain, and a strong south wind. Our stay on the island 
lasted until August 16, and during that time we had calms and winds of vary? 
ing velocities from all directions, yet the fog never lifted for more than a few 
hours and fog could always be seen in some direction. 

When we arrived at Driftwood Island there was a line of stranded ice along 

1 A. P. Low, 1903, op. cit. 
* C. K. Leith, op. cit. 
3 A. P. Low, 1903, op. cit. 
4 Robert Bell, 1879, op. cit., pp. 18C and 19C. 
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the south shore, and this, together with the fog, made us suspect that there 

might be considerably more ice to the north. North winds however failed to 

bring any within sight, and on the continuation of our journey the only ice 
seen was some very loose pack, apparently of no great extent, to the north of 

Husky Island. 
The surface of Driftwood Island is divided fairly equally among lakes, 

marshes, raised beaches similar to those along the existing shoreline, and areas 
of large, angular rocks of local origin. There is some rock in situ, especially 
along the south shore where there are a few small cliffs not more than 18 feet 

high. Also along the south shore are smooth, flat areas of rock washed bare by 
the higher tides. These latter have been formed by the breaking away of the 
rock along a nearly horizontal plane, probably following the bedding, although 
in vertical sections the stratification is not well marked. The majority of the 
rock is dark grey with a slight variation in tint, and an occasional shading into 
a distinct greyish-brown. Several specimens of varying colour were collected 
and provisionally identified as greywacke. The rock enclosed scattered frag? 
ments which in one place were numerous enough to give the appearance of a 
band of conglomerate about 30 feet long and a foot thick. These fragments 
were usually not more than an inch in diameter. A specimen of a similar but 

larger fragment was identified as trachyte. In places thin plates of quartz 
were seen where the rock had parted along vertical joints. 

We got our observations on the night of the 15th, but the following day 
was too foggy to cross to the Sleeper Islands, so in the afternoon, when it 
cleared a little, we moved to Husky Island from which the crossing is slightly 
shorter and better known to the Eskimos. A long, narrow inlet with an en? 
trance only 6 or 8 feet deep runs south-easterly from the northern shore of 

Husky Island, almost cutting it in two. This inlet forms a fine, roomy har? 
bour with fairly deep water at the anchorage. At this harbour we met a party 
of Eskimos on their way to the Sleeper and North Belcher islands to hunt 
walrus. Husky Island is steeper and rockier than the larger Driftwood Island. 
The highest point was found by aneroid measurement to be 60 feet. The 

rock?greywacke?is similar to that of Driftwood Island, and in a small cliff at 

the south-east corner of the island the bedding can be clearly seen. 
The morning of August 17 dawned clear, and we left for the Sleeper Islands 

at 6.15 a.m. On the way we stopped at a small island not previously charted to 
determine its position by resection of theodolite angles to points on the King 
George Islands. This island, which I named Beach Island, is not more than 

30 feet high, and is composed exclusively of shingle beaches similar to those 
on the other King George Islands. From the top the Sleeper Islands could be 
seen looming high above the horizon as though fantastically cliffed. 

The Sleeper, Marcopeet, Farmer, and Ottawa Islands.?After an hour's stop 
on Beach Island, we went on to the Sleeper Islands (South Sleeper Islands, on 
some charts) and arrived at Kidney Island at 3 p.m. We set up our camp about 
1 mile from the northern extremity of the island. It had been a really fine day, 
but our hopes of obtaining a quick fix were soon shattered when heavy fog 
rolled in at about 7 p.m. Except for a few short intervals, fog of varying types 
continued until August 22 when, still in a thick fog, we moved up to Digit 
Point. 
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On the east side of Kidney Island, a chain of small islands near the north 
end forms a sound which would give good shelter to vessels up to the size of a 

large schooner. Peterhead boats can also find harbours among the chain of 
islands which extends north to Digit Point. According to the Eskimos, the 
channel between Kidney Island and the island of about equal size to the south 
is both narrow and shallow.1 

The tidal rise and fall on the east side of Hudson Bay is small. The 1941 
Canadian Hydrographic Service Chart of Hudson Bay and Strait gives the 

height of spring and neap high tides at Port Harrison as 334 and 234 feet 

respectively above datum line. During neap tides at Kidney Island, the height 
of the water depended more on the winds than on the moon. 

The Sleeper Islands are rougher and rockier than the King George Islands. 
Rock in situ covers over half the surface of Kidney Island, and shingle 
beaches, either at the present sea-level or higher, are scarce. The highest hill 
on the northern half of Kidney Island is 70 feet (aneroid measurement), but 
two hills farther south appeared higher. The farthest and highest of these 
looked about 130 feet. This hill may have been on the southern island. 

The day we arrived at Kidney Island, I saw from a 50-foot elevation indis- 
tinct land to the north-north-east. This, the Eskimos said, was one of two 
islands which they thought must be those marked on the map as the Two 
Brothers. We later found that they were much closer than I had at first 

thought. I have named them the Marcopeet Islands. Of the northern or, as 
marked on some charts, middle group of Sleepers there was no sign unless a 
faint line on the north-west horizon marked their position. I saw this faint 
line again during a clear interval two days later, but nothing was visible from 
the Marcopeet Islands, so it was probably a cloud or fog bank.2 The Marco? 

peet Islands probably gave rise to the middle Sleeper group as marked on the 

charts, but a distinct name is necessary owing to the confused nomenclature 
of the Sleeper groups (see p. 58). 

August 23 was fine and clear, but there was a fresh north wind against which 
we could have made little progress, so we remained at Digit Point. From a 

30-foot hill waves could be clearly seen breaking over a submerged rock or 
shoal 8 miles to the north. It grew calmer towards evening and fog set in, but 
the next morning was fine and sunny and we left at 6 a.m. We arrived at the 

largest, or south-east, Marcopeet Island three hours later, and spent an hour 
there. The island is about 50 feet high and very barren, but without any real 
cliffs. About half the surface is covered with shingle, and the remainder is 
rock in situ. We obtained a sun shot and took an angle back to the Sleeper 
Islands which were looming indistinctly. Unfortunately the two position 
lines thus obtained were almost parallel. On the south-east side of the island 
there were several dry shoals about a mile out. Shelter could be had between 

1 The narrowness of this channel was confirmed in 1946, when I flew over the Ottawa 
and Sleeper Islands at 4000 feet in an R.C.A.F. Canso aircraft piloted by Flight- 
Lieutenant J. Drake. Photographs were taken with a hand-held camera and from these, 
maps on a scale of 1 inch to 1 mile have been prepared showing the Ottawa, Sleeper, 
and Marcopeet Islands with variable accuracy (T. H. Manning, MS. report, 1946, 
vol. 1, in files of Geodetic Service of Canada). 

2 On the 1946 flight, visibility was excellent, but no land was seen here (T. H. 
Manning, op. cit.). 
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these and the island, but no harbours were seen and our Eskimos were very 
anxious not to be caught there overnight. 

We went through a rather shallow channel (perhaps 30 feet deep) between 
the Marcopeet Islands, and then steered 200 west of true north. After two 
hours we passed a small island about 6 miles to starboard. The Eskimos then 

gradually turned more to the westward, and when we sighted two islands 

bearing north-north-west we headed for the northern one, which I have called 
Farmer Island (Fig. 2). From the highest part of this island, a 30-foot hill at 
the south-west point, the only land we could see was a small, loaf-shaped island 
about 10 miles to the south. It was 6 p.m. and we decided to remain the night 
and try for a fix. Farmer Island is extremely barren, and except for a few 

shingle beaches the surface consists of bare rock. Small islands partially close 
the mouth of a bay on the north-east side of the island. This bay, if it is as 

deep as it appears, would provide good shelter for larger vessels, but it is too 

spacious and open an anchorage for the convenience of boats. The night 
remained fine, and we spent most of it observing. We left Farmer Island at 
6 a.m., and soon after, Taylor and I went to sleep. Two hours later I went on 
deck and found we were just getting into fog. One of the Eskimos told me he 

thought he had seen an island some distance to the west just before we 
entered the fog. We must then have been about 25 miles north of Farmer 

Island, and the island he saw would be in the vicinity of the Two Brothers, 
the existence of which had previously been doubted by the Eskimos.* Our 
crew had not previously seen or heard of Farmer Island, and the complete 
absence of tent rings, beacons, or other rock structures suggests that this 
island had rarely, if ever, been visited by Eskimos. 

The first island of the Ottawa group sighted was in approximate latitude 

580 55'. It was a barren, steep-sided rock a quarter of a mile square and about 
80 feet high. Northward from there the islands are close together, and in spite 
of the fog we were out of sight of land for only short periods. The southern 
Ottawa Islands are uniformly steep and rocky, and the larger ones rise to at 
least 200 feet. At one place we saw a good harbour with a fine, sandy beach, 
the first sand beach we had seen since leaving the mainland. 

On the south-east side of House Island the Eskimos spotted a sandy cove 
with fair shelter except from the north-east. Here they decided to wait until 
the fog cleared enough for us to see where we were going. At about 6 p.m. 
the fog began to lift, and when we left House Island it was clear and sunny. 
At 10 p.m., just as it was getting dark, we reached what we all thought to be 
the south end of Perley Island. The Eskimos then said they knew the way to a 

good harbour they had used before, and Taylor and I went to bed. This was 

unfortunate, for although the Eskimos found their harbour at about 1 a.m. 

they had become confused in the meantime, and we were unable to establish 
with absolute certainty if it was Perley Island that we had reached. 

Between the sighting of the first Ottawa Island and our arrival at House 

Island, the fog was too thick for us to attempt to map the islands. From House 
Island to Perley Island I kept track of our course and time, and took what 

1 In our 1946 flight we passed over or near the charted position of the Two Brothers 
Islands without sighting them, but there are one small island and two rocks 12 miles 
south-east of the Ottawa Islands (T. H. Manning, op. cit.). 
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compass angles were possible from a small rocking boat. Previous outlines of 
the southern Ottawa Islands have been entirely guesswork, and the northern 
islands are only vaguely correct, particularly on their eastern sides.1 Accord? 

ing to the Eskimos, the four islands usually shown nearly midway between the 
Ottawa Islands and the mainland are only three, and very much closer to the 
mainland. We saw them from Cape Gertrude bearing 2800 magnetic and 

15-20 miles distant. 
Next morning we found ourselves in a lake-like harbour surrounded with 

high hills through which it was difficult to see any passage. At the head of the 

Figure 2 

bay a small stream ran down a wide, rounded valley to a long sand beach. We 
assumed this to be Gilmour Island, and on leaving, our assumption was con? 
firmed when we saw islands of approximately the correct size near the position 
of Booth, Bronson, and Perley Islands. Additional evidence is given by 
Flaherty's map,* which shows a deep inlet on the south side of Gilmour 
Island. 3 There are certainly high hills on Gilmour Island, but the cloud and 

fog prevented us from seeing their tops and checking the height of Mount 

1 Cf. Gerrard Gardner and B. E. Wilmot, 1943, op. cit., pp. 56-7. 2 R. J. and F. H. Flaherty, 1924, op. cit. 
3 Our 1946 flight (T. H. Manning, op. cit.) showed that the above identification of 

Gilmour and Perley Islands was correct, and that there is no island exactly corre? 
sponding to the Eddy Island of Bell (1885, op. cit.), but I have suggested that the name 
be used for the nearest large island. 
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Allen, which Gordon gives on his map as 1800 feet.1 Most of the coast, like 
that of the other Ottawa Islands, is steep and rocky, but we saw no precipitous 
cliffs. 

During our four days at Gilmour Island there was continuous low cloud or 

fog over the sea outside, but our harbour was sufficiently far inland to be free 
from it, and although there was always cloud over the higher hills, we were 
able to observe stars in the clear gap overhead. Had we been on one side or 
other of the harbour instead of on a peninsula near the centre, this would have 
been impossible. In none of my eight previous summers in the Hudson Bay 
or Foxe Basin region have I seen such continuous fog as we experienced this 

year. Doubtless the islands, being far out to sea, are always foggier than the 
mainland coast, but we were troubled again by fog at both Povungnituk and 
Mistake Bay. Earlier in the year at Port Harrison, the fog was certainly 
increased by the large amount of pack-ice, but this had long since disappeared. 
From our earlier experience inland, and later from that of the other survey 
parties, it appears that 1944 was a year unusually free from cloud, and even at 
sea this may have been the case as we could often see the stars or sun faintly 
through the fog. 

A striking feature of the Ottawa, Farmer, Marcopeet, and Sleeper chain of 

islands is the pillow lavas. Wherever we examined the rock, the pillow forma? 

tion could be distinctly seen except in a small area of dioritized flow on 

Marcopeet Island and some portions of House and Gilmour Islands. 

On Kidney Island patches of rhyolite up to about 2 feet in width are fairly 

frequent: that is to say, there may be 3 or 4 to 10,000 square yards in some 

areas. The junction of these patches with the surrounding rock was usually 
weathered. The pillows are separated by soft, crumbling flow breccia and 

carbonate, and circular patches of quartz associated with carbonate and flow 

breccia occur near the centre of the pillows. Near Digit Point there is a mass 

of andesite breccia about 100 yards square. A small amount of serpentine was 

seen on House Island. The lower, unweathered rocks of the Ottawa Islands 

have a distinct green colour and the breccia between the pillows is greenish 
instead of black as at the Sleeper Islands. The gradual recession of the sea 

from the Ottawa and Sleeper Islands is marked by a deepening brown patina 
on the higher rocks. Below 20 or 30 feet it is hardly discernible. 

Pillow lavas similar to those of the Ottawa Islands are described by Gun- 

ning 2 as occurring in the greenstone belt that runs inland from Smith Island. 

They are also shown in a photograph by Burwash 3 entitled "Views?South- 

east Belchers," and are doubtless the dark, fine-grained diabase or basalt with 

well-developed ellipsoidal structure which Young 4 says forms the uppermost 
strata exposed on the Belcher Islands. The few soundings shown on the 

Canadian Hydrographic Service chart of 1942 in the neighbourhood of the 

Ottawa and Sleeper Islands chain do not suggest any continuous submarine 
1 A. R. Gordon, op. cit. 
2 H. C. Gunning, "Sulphide deposits at Cape Smith, east coast of Hudson Bay," 

Geol. Surv. Can. Summ. Rept., i933> PP- I39D-I54-D- 
3 L. T. Burwash, 'The Eskimo, their country and its resources/ 1927, facing p. 38 

(typescript in the Library of the Northwest Territories Bureau). 
4 G. A. Young, "Iron-bearing rocks of Belcher Islands, Hudson Bay," Geol. Surv. 

Can. Summ. Rept., 1922, p. 13E. 
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ridge, but probably more frequent soundings would show irregularities of the 
bottom connecting the Ottawa Islands with Cape Smith. 

On the lower rocks at the north end of Kidney Island and at Digit Point, 

glacial striae and fluting are better developed than at any other place seen 

during the summer. Several angles measuring the direction of the striae in 
that neighbourhood averaged 2600 true. On Kidney Island there was a strik? 

ing difference between some areas where the surface of the pillows had been 

smoothed, showing a section as clean as if cut with a knife, and other areas, 

particularly the sides, and often the tops, of the hills where there was no sign 
of smoothing. 

Driftwood.?We did not see any sizable driftwood along the mainland shore, 
but on Davieau Island our Eskimos collected a few pieces. Driftwood of all 

ages and sizes up to trees of 2 or more feet in diameter lined the southern 
shore of Driftwood Island. There was less on Kidney Island, owing either to 
the rockier coast or to the direction of the axis of the island. There was much 
more near Digit Point. We saw very little driftwood on the Marcopeet, 
Farmer, and the Ottawa Islands. The shores of the Ottawa Islands are for the 
most part too steep for lodgment. 

List of new names used on accompanying map (Fig. 1) and approved 
by the Geographic Board of Canada: 

Name Reasonfor Name 

1. Bush Lake .. .. A little scrubby spruce here. 
2. Scoter Lake .. .. An American Scoter shot here. 

3. Driftwood Island .. Driftwood is very plentiful along the shores. 

4. Husky Island .. .. Usually visited by Huskys (Eskimos) when 
walrus hunting in the neighbourhood. 

5. Beach Island .. .. Composed almost entirely of pebble beaches. 
6. Kidney Island .. The rock structure in many places resembles 

walrus kidneys. 
7. Digit Point .. .. Lies at the extremity of a chain of islands point- 

ing like a finger to the north. 
8. Marcopeet Islands .. So called by the Eskimos. 

9. House Island .. .. Some old Eskimo houses on the island. 
10. Farmer Island .. For Captain D. W. Farmer, r.cn., Hydro? 

grapher (Navy). 
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